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L Basis of the report 

Description, Pages 
1-10 

as ongmally filed 



J originally filed 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 
1-13 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/MA 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the interna . 

□ contained In the International application In written form 

□ together tte international application in ^ ^ 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

O furnished subsequently to th te Authority h computer readable form 
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Q the description, pages: 

□ the claims. Ncjs.; 
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6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
> separate sheet 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



4-7 911 13 
1-3 81012 

1-13 
1-13 



Fbim PCTIPEa/409 (January 2004) 



Best Available Copy 



11/11 04 THU 13:10 PAX 020 8293 3920 



Graham Jones & Company 



@Q07 





* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY Intemattonal application No. PCT/GB 03/0241 6 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

^) 
Re tem V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Reference is made to the following document: 



D1 : US-A-4 456 806 (ARIMATSU TOSHIO) 26 June 1 984 (1 984-06-26) 



2. Novelty: 



As a general remark it must be pointed out that present claim 1 defines an 
apparatus by its use (for warming, for generating, for indicating, for controlling). 
Such an apparatus is to be understood as an apparatus suitable for all the 
aforementioned activities. 



The document D1 discloses all the apparatus features of claim 1 , e.g. container 
(1), mounting means (3), generator means (magnetron 8), temperature indicator 
means (thermometer 13), control means (control circuit of fig. 3), ail the features 
being suitable for performing the activities of claim 1 . Therefore the subject-matter 
of claim 1 is not novel, 

D1 discloses rotator means (turntable 3, see column 3, line 1) and further that the 
container is of the size suitable for receiving one wheel at a time (only one tire 2 is 
mentioned and shown at figure 1), that the wheel is horizontally mounted in the 
container (see figure 1 and column 2, line 68: (1 1) is the bottom wall thus the 
turntable 3 is horizontal), that the generator means generates microwave energy 
(magnetron 8), and that metal components form an active part of the apparatus 
(since the term "active" is an ambiguous and very unclear term, the container 
walls (1a, 1b, 1c) or the waveguide (5) which are normally metallic can be 
considered as active parts of the apparatus). Therefore the subject-matter of 
claims 2, 3, 8, 10 and 12 Is not novel. 

u 

3. Inventive step: 



Form PCT/Separate Sheetf409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 

Best Available Copy 



11/11 04 THU 13:10 FAX Q20 8293 5920 Graham Jones & Company @008_ 




* 




INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/GB 03/02416 
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In claims 4-7, 9 and 13 slight constructional changes in the apparatus of claim 1 
are defined, which comes within the scope of the customary practice followed by 
persons skilled in the art, especially as the advantages thus achieved can readily 
be foreseen. Consequently, the -subject-matter of claims 4-7, 9 and 13 lacks an 
inventive step. 

In claim 1 1 the generator means Is for generating radio waves. It is however 
generally known to the person skilled in the art that the latter feature is an 
equivalent to the feature 'generator means is for generating microwaves of 
document D1 and can be Interchanged with that feature where circumstances 
make it desirable. Therefore the subject-matter of daim 1 1 also lacks an inventive 
step. 

4. Industrial application: 

The subject-matter of claims 1-13 may be applicable in the automotive Industry. 
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